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World Teachers' Day is held annually on 5 October to ceiebrate the essential role of leachers in providing guality
education at all levels. It also commemoraies the anmiversary of the 1966 signature of the UNESCOILO
Recommendation Concerning the Status of Teachers.

World Teachers’ Day: why 5 Octcber?

UNESCO proclaimed 5 October to be World Teachers' Day in 1994, celebrating the great step made for teacners on
5 October 1966, when a special intergovernmental conference convened by UNESCO in Paris adopted the
UNESCO/ILO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers, in cooper}“ﬁn with the ILO.

This recommendation sets forth the rights and responsibilities of teachers as well as international standards for their

initial preparation and further_education, recrutment, employment, teaching and _learmnin Qs \Vanous
guidelines are incl eachers’ participation in ecucafional decisions through consultation and regotation
cy-makers. Since its adoption; the Recommendation has been considered an important set of guidelines to

promote teachers' status in the interest of quality education.

5 October also celebrates the adoption by the UNESCO General Conference in 1957 of ihe UNESCO
Recommendation concerning the Status of Higher-Education Teaching Personnel.

Why a day for teachers?

World Teachers' Day held annually on 5 October. 1s a UNESCO' initiative, a day devoted to apprecia.ng. assessing
and improving the educators of the world. The real point is to provide ‘a time to look at and addre ues partamning
to teachers. Strangely one of the most central, vital professionais to society does rot receive the res pect it deserves
in some parts of the world. G

WTD is a natural extension of UNESCO's all year round work of promoting teachers, ensuring that this profession. so
vital to the healthy functioning of society, is itself "healthy”. Teachers are a normative indicator of social health

Why an international day, doesn’t each country have very specific issues?

Teachers are producing global citizens, so they are global teachers, who need to situate their advances on a giobal
level. WTD is an opportunity to rethink national issues facing teachers from an international perspactive, to
benchmark progress made by national teachers in & global context. UNESCO provides the best global context to
address and exchange ideas across borders.

What can | do?

Everyone can help by celebrating the profession, by generating awareness about teacher iSsuUEs, by ensuring that
teacher respect is part of the natural order of things. Take the opportunity of the day to discuss, compare, learm,
argue, share and improve.

Partners all over the world celebrate and organize events for WTD, you can contact UNESCO (wtd{atiunesce org) to
find out who may be organizing an event near you or organize your own local event.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQszc5PDhf8& feature=player_detailpage
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Joint Message on the occasion of World Teachers’ Day
5 October 2012

On this World Teachers' Day, we take a stand for teachers. Teachers are the
foundation of good schools, and good schools are the pillars of healthy and

democratic communities.
Teachers are the keys to reaching the Education for All goals.

An estimated 1.7 million more teacher positions are required to reach the goals of
Universal Primary Education by 2015. As we recruit new teachers, we must
continue to improve the quality of teaching and learning. Governments are urged to
provide teachers with access to training opportunities and continued professional
development, based on appropriate qualifications. Attracting committed and diverse
teachers requires environments that value professional autonomy and equality.
Teachers need to be supported in fulfilling their responsibilities to students, and
their voices must be listened to by school leaders, education systems and public
authorities. Teachers' salaries must be set objectively and fairly, such that
remuneration is commensurate with the importance of the profession and the

qualifications and responsibilities of individual teachers.

Teachers, in turn, must be accountable to their students and communities. The
teaching profession is encouraged to design and implement teacher codes of
conduct, based on the highest ethical and professional standards, and to be
oriented around the goal of teaching all students effectively and equaily.

This World Teachers’ Day is an opportunity to honour the women and men who
inspire, challenge and nurture us. On this day, we call for the creation of supportive
teaching environments, adequate teacher training and safeguards for the rights of
| teachers. We must break the vicious cycle of declining professional conditions for

teachers in order to improve the quality of learning for all. The world expects a lot
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from teachers - they, in turn, are right to expect as much from us. This World

Teachers' Day is an opportunity to take a stand for all teachers.
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Irina Bokova, Director-General, Guy Ryder, Director-General, ILO
UNESCO
Helen Clark, Administrator, UNDP Anthony Lake, Executive Director,
UNICEF
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Fred van Leeuwen, General Secretary, Education International
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