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The school curriculum in India will be found to be very narrowly
conceived and largely out date. Education is a three fold process of
imparting knowledge, developing skills and inculcating proper interests,
attitudes and values. Our schools (and also our colleges) are mostly
concerned with the first part of the process-the imparting of knowledge-
and carry out even this in an unsatisfactory way. The curriculum places
a premium on booking knowledge and rote learning makes inadequate
provision for practical activities and experiences, and is dominated by
examinations, external and internal. Moreover, as the development of
useful skills and the inculcation of the right kind of interests, attitudes
and values are not given sufficient emphasis, the curriculum becomes

57

not only out of step with modern knowledge, but also out of tune with
the life of people. There is thus urgent need to raise, upgrade and
improve the school curriculum. (Education And National Development-
Report of the Education Commission 1964-66 known as Kothari
Commission report, 8.02)

What is worse, the curricula are prepared at State level and are
prescribed uniformly for all school in the State. Such a procedure cramps
the freedom of headmasters and teachers and renders experimental work
almost impossible. It also makes curriculum revision very difficult and
infrequent. This problem which faces education at all stages is
particularly acute at the school level. (Kothari Commission report, 8.03)

al.enil.ag)mS.0 M5B ag)s@BElOMm  @O(AITVEMROHH}AMOHAIA)0
agelo aillayoriweasg)o ¢rug CmIBW)HSIe8 @oanlellc] Halgem
2206 TVY(alMVlEL AilB10BL0TV aleMUWIMMOW HaNd. WUBIOG3
218905} M @ .

The specific context of the curriculum planning and text book
production we feel, the system invites a number of problems up on
itself on account of being unnecessarily centralized. It seems there is a
widespread misconception which justifies centralization in these matters.
This misconception treats the content of syllabus and textbooks as
synonymous with learning and testing norms. On the basis of this
confusion, it is argued that syllabi and textbooks should be the same all
over the state, even all over country, in order to ensure uniformity of
standards. This kind of arguments completely overlooks the lopsided
manner in which standards are set under the present system by an
examination system which focuses on information rather than on skills
and capacity to apply skills. Indeed there is a ‘catch 22’ situation: the
examination system ignores skills, concentrating on memorized
information, definitions and descriptions; therefore, syllabus and text
books, which cannot do justice to diversified mileux, varying needs
and facilities, become necessary to ensure that all children "know’ the
same ‘facts’.

This curricular argument has created a situation in which curriculum
and text book preparation is confined to the state capitals and New
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Delhi. Atregional and local levels, teachers do not perceive curriculum
development and creation of educational materials as part of their job.
And indeed, the way these tasks have been defined and traditionally
carried out in our country, they are not the teacher’s job. The teacher
sees his or her as one of lower secondary stages, teachers come to know
the syllabus through the textbook which acts as the de facto syllabus.
‘Covering the syllabus means ‘covering or finishing the text books.
This kind of perception results in the confinement of classroom life to
a narrow orbit. (Learning with our Burden- Known as Yesh Pal
committee report. III- Roots of the Problem- Sub title 3. Centralized
Character, page no. 19)

At least three parallel systems of school education (syllabus,
textbooks and examination) are running concurrently in different states.
In each state majority of school are affiliated to the State Board of
Education while a few are affiliated to either CBSE or Council for the
Indian School Certificate Examination (CISCE). The schools affiliated
to CBSE in the states other than Delhi enjoy the prestige of being elite
schools. The CBSE curriculum becomes a trend setter for the State
Boards leading to heavier curriculum for majority of children.
Therefore, the committee recommends that jurisdiction of CBSE be
restricted to Kendriya and Navodaya Vidyalayas and all other schools
be affiliated to the respective State Boards. (Learning with out Burden
— Known as Yesh Pal committee report. [V — Recommendations- No-
4, page no. 25)
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